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The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI)
The Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) is a network-based organization that pioneered the world’s most widely used sustainability reporting framework. GRI is committed to the Framework’s continuous improvement and application worldwide. GRI’s core goals include the mainstreaming of disclosure on environmental, social and governance performance.
	Objectives
	Provide an accepted framework for reporting on an organization’s economic, environmental, and social performance.

	Partners/participants


	Global Strategic Partnerships:  OECD, UNEP, The Global Compact

Synergies with:  Earth Charter Initiative, International Finance Corporation, International Organization for Standardization, The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

	Description
	GRI Reporting Framework is comprised of:

· Sustainability Reporting Guidelines (G3)
· Protocols (boundary protocol is only one available on-line)
· Sector Supplements (electric utility, mining and metals, NGO, and food processing sectors)

	Applicable to industrial water users?  
	Yes.  Includes sector supplements for different industries.  
Environmental Indicators cover performance related to inputs (e.g., material, energy, water) and outputs (e.g., emissions, effluents, waste). 
In addition, they cover performance related to biodiversity, environmental compliance, and other relevant information such as environmental expenditure and the impacts of products and services.

	Examples or pilots available?
	Yes, primarily in Europe (45% of sustainability reporting) 
~14% of reports are from US. 

Focal Point USA initiative starting Jan. 31, 2011 to boost US sustainability reporting.

	Advantages
	To be filled in

	Limitations
	To be filled in

	Contact
	Mike Wallace, Director, Focal Point USA

wallace@globalreporting.org 

	Website
	www.globalreporting.org 


	Criteria
	Metrics


	Withdrawal amounts
	To be filled in

	Withdrawal source characterization
	To be filled in

	Withdrawal permissions
	To be filled in

	Withdrawal impact and available supply
	This method has an indicator for water sources significantly affected by withdrawal of water (EN9).  If water is from a public or private supplier, the source of the water should be identified and reported.  The organization should:
1. Identify water sources significantly affected by water withdrawal by the reporting organization.  Significant withdrawals are those that meet one or more of the following criteria:

· Account for an average of 5% or more or annual average volume of the source water

· Source is recognized by professionals as being particularly sensitive due to relative size, function, or status as a rare, threatened, or endangered system, or to their support of a particular endangered species of plant or animal)

· Withdrawal is from a Ramsar-listed wetland or any other nationally or internationally proclaimed conservation area regardless of rate of withdrawal 

2. Report the total number of significantly affected water sources by type according to criteria above, indicating:

· Size of water source (m3)

· Whether or not source is designated as a protected area (nationally and/or internationally)

· Biodiversity value (e.g., species diversity and endemism, number of protected species)

	Discharge amounts


	This method has an indicator for total water discharge by quality and destination (EN21). The organization should:

1. Identify planned and unplanned water discharges* (including thermal discharges) by destination and indicate how treated

2. Report total volume of planned and unplanned water discharges in cubic meters/year by destination, treatment method and whether it is reused by another reorganization
3. If effluents or process water are discharged, report water quality in terms of total volumes of effluent using standard effluent parameters (BOD,TSS, etc.)  Selection of parameters should be consistent with those used for organization’s sector).  Clean water is that which meets national regulations for freshwater quality when leaving boundaries of reporting organization.
*Discharge of collected rainwater and domestic sewage is not regarded as water discharge.

	Discharge quality
	

	Discharge permissions
	To be filled in


	Criteria
	Metrics

	Discharge impact
	To be filled in

	Water quality/quantity benefit
	To be filled in

	Equitable and transparent governance
	[Internal reuse, water efficiencies or return flows]

This method has an indicator for percentage and total volume of water recycled and reused (EN10), and measures water ((including grey water) that was treated prior to reuse and water that was not treated prior to reuse. The organization should:
1. Calculate volume of recycled/reused water based on volume of water demand satisfied by recycled/reused water rather than further withdrawals.  For example, if 20 m3 is used, then reused 3 times, total volume recycled/reused = 20 m3*3.

2. Report total volume of water recycled/reused (m3) and as a percentage of total water withdrawal reported (EN8 = water from all sources, including surface water, groundwater rainwater and municipal supply)
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