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Gomments of  the Counci l  of  Great  Lakes Industr ies

On the Interim Report of the Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force,
dated 10 September 2009

The Whi te House Counci l  on Environmental  Qual i ty

The Counci l  of  Great  Lakes Industr ies (CGLI) ,  represent ing the common interests of
more than two dozen U.S.  and Canadian industr ia l  organizat ions and associat ions that
have investments in the Great  Lakes Basin,  is  p leased to have the opportuni ty  to
submit  the fo l lowing comments,  supplemental  to those we f i led on 23 July 2009.

Throughout  the Inter im Report  the Ocean Pol icy Task Force has correct ly  recognized
business and industry as important  s takeholders.  Economic issues are a lso considered
in many of  the paf ts  of  the document.  However,  in  the Pr inc ip les sect ion beginning on
page 14,  economic impact  is  considered only in pr inc ip le 3,  sect ion a;  pr inc ip le #4 ' ,  and
in pr inc ip le #9,  sect ion h.  Economic issues should be universal ly  inc luded as these
pr inc ip les are more fu l ly  developed.  ln  the Great  Lakes Region much of  the business
and industr ia l  act iv i ty  is  located in the Region because of  proximi ty  to the lakes.
Industry,  government and envi ronmental  organizat ions have developed st rong work ing
relat ionships in the Region to support  both the envi ronment and the economy.
Economic interests should appropr iate ly  be added to the Nat ional  pol icy statement.

Comments on lmplementat ion Strategies

1 .  lmpof tant ly ,  ecosystem-based management,  one of  the n ine pr ior i ty  object ives,
is  current ly  suppor led In the Great  Lakes Region by extensive act ions and plans
already developed and deployed in the Great  Lakes.  The Ocean Pol icy Task Force
should recognize th is  ex ist ing substant ia l  base of  work and acknowledge how i t  wi l l
support future ecosystem-based efforts within the Great Lakes.

2.  The Inter im Repof t 's  pr inc ipal  #1 .b.  s tates (pp14f f )  that  "decis ion-making wi l l  a lso
be guided by a precautionary approach as ref lected in the Rio Declarat ion of 1992" and
quotes the Rio Declarat ion:  " . . . lack of  fu l l  sc ient i f ic  cer ta inty shal l  not  be used as a
reason for postponing cost-effect ive measures to prevent environmental degradation".
The term "precaut ionary approach,"  ear l ier  in  the paragraph,  is  not  a def ined U.S.  pol icy
that  inc ludes speci f ic  terms of  reference establ ish ing bounds for  when and how to take
or evaluate act ions.  Consequent ly ,  the term should be removed f rom the document.

For the record:  CGLI does not  object  to the appl icat ion of  precaut ion in pol icy making
decis ions.  However in doing so,  we bel ieve i t  necessary to ident i fy  and ut i l ize the
fo l lowing key e lements:

o l 'e?sonable evidence that  "  threat  of  ser ious or  i r revers ib le damage to heal th or
the envi ronment "  is  credib le as determined by object ive r isk assessment;

.  targeted r isk reduction methods;
o appl icat ion of measures that are proport ionate to r isk;
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dec is ions reached through ba lanced,  sc ient i f i c  and t ransparent  peer  rev iew;
involvement of al l relevant stakeholders,
measures that include societal  and cost/benef i t  assessment;  and,
a process for determining that measures taken are achieving ident i f ied goals.

These elements are essent ia l  in  the exerc ise of  precaut ion and not  encompassed by
merely c i t ing a por t ion of  Pr inc ip le 15 f rom the Rio Declarat ion on Environment and
Development.

3.  Pr inc ip le  #9 (p  16)  s ta tes  that  dec is ions wi l l  be  gu ided by the "best  sc ience
ava i l ab le " .  The  CGLI  suppor t s  t he  use  o f  sc ience  i n  a l l  dec i s ion  mak ing .

Comments on Framework for  Pol icy Coordinat ion

As the Task Force develops i ts framework i t  is again important to bui ld on the exist ing
structures wi th in the Great  Lakes.  More than 1500 stakeholders in the Great  Lakes
Region worked together wi th in the Great  Lakes Regional  Col laborat ion.  That  in tensive
one-year effort produced the Great Lakes Restoration Strategy (December 2005) and
subsequent  Restorat ion In i t ia t ive.  There are numerous other examples of  successfu l
mult i-stakeholder col laborative efforts in the Great Lakes. The Ocean Policy Task Force
can bui ld f rom the important  work a l ready begun in the Region.

As a resul t  of  the exper ience in the Great  Lakes Basin,  CGLI par t icu lar ly  supports two
recommendat ions under Areas of  Specia l  Emphasis:

2.  Regional  Ecosystem Protect ion and Restorat ion:  Establ ish and implement an
integrated ecosystem protection and restoration strategy that is science-based
and al igns conservat ion and restorat ion goals at  the Federal ,  State,  t r ibal ,  local ,
and regional  levels.

5. Ocean Goastal,  and Great Lakes Observations and Infrastructure: Strengthen
and integrate Federal  and non-Federal  ocean observ ing systems, sensors,  and
data col lect ion platforms into a national system and integrate that system into
i nternational observation efforts.

lndeed,  we bel ieve that  the Region a l ready has a good star t  on pursuing these
recom mendat ions.

Respect fu l ly  submit ted,  George H.  Kuper,  President ,
Counci l  of  Great  Lakes lndustr ies
16 October 2009

a

a

a

o


