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The Great Lakes Binational Toxics Strategy



A Voluntary Program Related

to the

Reduction of PBTs Released

to the

Great Lakes



What is the Great Lakes Binational Toxics Strategy?



The Great Lakes Binational Toxics Strategy (GLBTS) is an agreement signed by EPA and Environment Canada to take specific steps towards the virtual elimination of 16 named chemicals, named as Level I substances, from Great Lakes discharges.  It also seeks to reduce inputs of 21 additional, Level II substances.



What Chemicals are Involved?



Level I Substances�Level II Substances��(to be virtually eliminated)�(to be reduced through pollution prevention)�����Aldrin/dieldrin�Cadmium and cadmium compounds��Benzo (a) pyrene�1,4 dichlorobenzene��Chlordane�3,3’dichlorobenzidine��DDT (and DDD, DDE)�Dinitropyrene��Hexachlorobenzene�Endrin��Alkyl-lead�Heptachlor and heptachlor epoxide��Mercury and mercury compounds�Hexachlorobutadiene and hexachloro-1,3 butadiene��Mirex�Hexachlorocyclohexane��Octachlorostyrene�4,4’methylenebis(2-chloroaniline)��PCBs�Pentachlorobenzene��PCDD (dioxins) and PCDF (furans)�Pentachlorophenol��Toxaphene�Tetrachlorobenzene (1,2,3,4 and 1,2,4,5)���Tributyl tin���Anthracene���Benzo(a)anthracene���Benzo(g,h,i)perylene���Perylene���Phenanthrene��









What Actions have been Agreed Upon?



The specific actions or “challenges” which EPA and Environment Canada have agreed to undertake differ between the Level I chemicals.  For substances previously banned, the Strategy seeks confirmation that production and/or use is no longer practiced within the Great Lakes Basin.  Specific reduction targets have been set for Level I materials still in use and/or production as well as those which have been inadvertently produced or released as unintended by-products.  For Level II substances, the Strategy seeks to encourage the use of pollution prevention measure to reduce discharges and releases.  (See the attached summary of the Strategy challenge details.)



What is CGLI’s Role?



CGLI has worked with U.S. EPA, Environment Canada, and the International Joint Commission (IJC) on the development of persistent bioaccumulating toxic substances (PBTs) regulatory policy for more than a decade.  The GLBTS represents the most recent effort, launched by the two federal governments, to seek PBT release reductions to the Great Lakes ecosystem.  CGLI is coordinating industry participation in the Strategy by providing information to Great Lakes region industrial organizations regarding strategy objectives, collecting information regarding industrial releases of the Level I substances and highlighting examples of virtual elimination activities which have already taken place or are being developed.  We are also seeking information on additional virtual elimination opportunities which may be available and/or identifying barriers against further progress.  This information is being supplied to EPA and Environment Canada to present industry’s view of the successes that have been achieved, the potential for future progress, and the barriers which prevent full implementation of the Strategy.



What is Industry’s Opportunity?



This partnership effort gives CGLI, and the industrial organizations which it represents direct access to senior level regional environmental regulatory officials.  Through these channels, we have the opportunity to showcase and receive recognition for our accomplishments.  We are able to identify the next steps which we can take, on a cost effective and productive basis, to promote or accomplish the virtual elimination of Level I substances. We can identify pollution prevention programs already underway, or those which we wish to pursue, to address Level II substances and thus avoid a regulatory mandate.  We are able to identify alternative measures which governments may take to provide more effective results, including those which may lie outside of the industrial sector.  We are attempting to identify regulatory or policy changes which would enhance environmental improvement. We are providing information which demonstrates why some costly measures or efforts provide no environmental benefit and should not be pursued.







How do we Collect the Information?



CGLI is working with industry associations and individual companies to acquire pertinent  chemical release, use and pollution control information.  We do so through direct communications and through workshop sessions which will allow representatives of industrial organizations to “roll-up their sleeves” and join us in the effort of preparing

reports for EPA and Environment Canada . 



What do we Need From Industry?



We need information regarding:



Level I substance virtual elimination efforts and successes.

Level I substance sources and/or use practices.

Level I substance release reduction measures and opportunities.

Level II substance pollution prevention efforts and successes.

Level II substance release reduction measure opportunities.



How do I Participate?



Contact George Kuper or Janet Rieke at CGLI headquarters (734) 663-1944, Dale Phenicie at Environmental Affairs Consulting (770) 487-7585, or Evelyn Strader at Strader and Company (313) 343-9191.�The Great Lakes Binational Toxics Strategy



The Challenges

for

Level I Substances



Chemical�U. S. Challenge�Canadian Challenge������Aldrin/dieldrin, chlordane, DDT, mirex, octachlorostyrene and toxaphene�Confirm by 1998 that there is no longer use or release, from sources entering the Great Lakes.�Report by 1997 that there is no longer use, generation or release from Ontario sources, that enter the Great Lakes.������Alkyl-lead�Confirm by 1998 that there is no longer use of alkyl-lead in automotive gasoline.  Support and encourage stakeholder efforts to reduce alkyl-lead releases from other sources.�Seek by 2000, a 90 percent reduction in use, generation, or release of alkyl-lead consistent with the 1994 COA.������PCBs�Seek by 2006, a 90 percent reduction, nationally, of high-level PCBs (>500 ppm) used in electrical equipment.�Seek by 2000, a 90 percent reduction of high level PCBs (>1 percent) that were once, or currently are, in service.  Accelerate destruction of stored high-level PCB wastes with potential to enter the Great Lakes, consistent with the 1994 COA.������Mercury and mercury compounds�Seek by year 2006, a 50 percent reduction in the deliberate use of mercury and a 50 percent reduction in the release of mercury from sources resulting from human activity.  (The release challenge applies to nationwide aggregate of air releases and water releases within the Great Lakes Basin)�Seek by 2000, a 90 percent reduction in the release of mercury, or where warranted the use of mercury, from polluting sources resulting from human activity in the Great Lakes Basin.������PCDD and PCDF (as 2,3,7,8 TCDD equivalents)�Seek by 2006, a 75 percent reduction in total releases from sources resulting from human activity. (The release challenge applies to nationwide aggregate of air releases and water releases within the Great Lakes Basin)�Seek by 2000, a 90 percent reduction  (focusing on the 2,3,7,8 substituted congeners) from sources resulting from human activity in the Great lakes Basin, consistent with the 1994 COA.��Benzo (a) pyrene and hexa-

chlorobenzene�Seek by 2006 reductions in releases that are within, or have the potential to enter, the Great Lakes Basin.�Seek by 2000, a 90 percent reduction from sources resulting from human activity in the Great lakes Basin, consistent with the 1994 COA.��

Great Lakes Binational Toxics Strategy

Background

Page � PAGE �2�



V2.0  6/18/01








